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THE KIRK OF SCOTLAND
THE history of the Kirk of Scotland is strictly relevant
to a consideration of English influence on Scotland,
for international politics played a dominant part in
its development, and it was indebted to England for
its establishment and re-establishment, for much of its
dissension and most of its ritual.
Consider on the one hand the excessive wealth, the
widespread incompetence, and the serious corruption
of the Roman Church in Scotland; and assume, in
reaction to the incompetence and corruption, a grow-
ing desire for a new demonstration of the validity of
the spiritual life. Put on the same side fear of France's
growing political ascendancy in Scotland, and re-
member the identification of French and Papal
interests* There you have the composite rock out
of which the stream was to flow. Now on the
other hand put Luther, who had proclaimed rebellion
in Germany; Henry Vm, who had demonstrated
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